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From the President…

It gives me great pleasure to contribute to this edition of N &V. On behalf of the Art Theatre and the A.O.D.S., I will begin by thanking Nick Peach for taking up the reins of editor, in place of Louie Hallam, who unfortunately, due to ill health has had to relinquish the position. I hope you will give Nick your full support in providing copy material for future editions.

The society’s longest serving member, joining in 1953 for ‘Annie Get Your Gun’, Louie has, until recently, been constantly involved in the society’s activities, ranging from leading lady in several productions in the early years, along with many supporting roles, to tireless committee work since the take over.  Always there when hands on effort has been required.

Most recently, Louie has been a member of the A.O.D.S. committee and the props team, whilst being a very efficient editor of this publication. ( I relied on her very much, to organise the grammar and punctuation in my contributions, and am expecting something similar from Nick! )

Unfortunately, for some time Louie has had some health problems, especially with her mobility and following a recent serious fall, resulting in six weeks in hospital, she has decided to give up her home. She is now resident at:

 Welby Croft Residential Home,  Crossings Lane,  Chapel-en-le-Frith,   High Peak SK23 9RY.

Louie will be delighted to hear from any of her friends, or to see you, as visitors are very welcome at any time other than main meals, which are lunch -12 noon and tea, which is at 4.30pm. Feel free to call.

…………………….

June 24th this year marked the centenary of the grand opening of our theatre – then called  The New Mills Empire and Hippodrome, the product of an investment by a group of local businessmen of the time.

In 1922, New Mills & District A.O.D.S. presented  ‘The Gondoliers’, their first production, on the then re named  Art Theatre stage. The society has gone on to use the theatre for all their productions, apart from the war years and since 1959, when the Art Theatre closed as a cinema and the society took up ownership, have been the owners of this unique building.

Over the years there have been many ups and downs, sometimes nearly giving up, but thanks to the enthusiasm and entirely voluntary effort of more people than it is possible to mention….the show goes on.

I feel I must express my thanks to all involved, who carry on the good work and say how proud I am of the theatre’s operation in providing such an outstanding venue, not only for ourselves, but the community in general. I am especially proud that we enable young people to have the use of an outstanding theatre fascility.

This year we have been able to welcome the Kinder Choir, in concert with local Primary Schools;  Brabyns Preparatory School with a production of  ‘Annie’;       New Mills Dance and Theatre School’s annual dance show;  six New Mills Primary Schools in concert with New Mills School;  PB Theatricals, who, in one week, with a cast of eight to eighteen year olds gave an outstanding G & S production performance of ‘The Mikado’.

Because the theatre is there and open, literally hundreds of young people have been able to enjoy the excitement and the pleasure of performing on areal stage in a real theatre. We should all be very proud of our efforts.

Colin.
PANTO NEWS
I think this year for friends committee has been relatively quiet. Although the panto did have many moments of stress, on the whole, it was pretty straightforward, bearing in mind we had no dwarves or lost boys to contend with !

Whether it was due to the economic climate, or our choice of panto, I don’t know, but our profit was down. This was slightly disappointing to us all, but every year we do try to raise the standard of our panto in every way possible, so consequently our costs get higher for stage lighting and of course for costume hire. As second best is never an option, keeping our high standards is going to reflect on our profit and many thanks go to everyone who helped to make it possible.

I am sure by now that most people will know our choice of panto for 2012… we are playing safe and going for good old fashioned Aladdin.

Hopefully a bit more gritty for the boys, we have had another good response and now the show is cast, with rehearsals underway.

Our production team is to be different from previous years. Again, Diane is to be our director and Carolyn our M.D. However, Nicola wanted to take a break from choreography this year, following her successful audition for Nancy in Oliver. Understandably, she wanted to give the part all her time and energy and we wish her well.

We are pleased to welcome Dawn as choreographer and we are looking forward to working with her. It’s going to be hard work, with so many of us involved with ‘Oliver’, plus our limited use of the stage due to set building.

When we look at the timescale, excluding Christmas and New Year, weather permitting, we have something like seven weeks to do it in. Should be fun !

Betty.
Main Production……..Oliver !

The Society’s autumn production for 2011 
Directed by Dianne Apsinall

Choreography by Dawn Lister

Musical Director David Chapman

The dates are 22nd – 26th November at 7.15, with a matinee on the 26th at 2.15

We have a good strong chorus and eleven talented boys in FAGIN’S GANG
Nicola Clayton will be playing Nancy (she says it is her dream part) with
Alice Bowden playing  Bet.
Rob Brittles stars as Fagin  and incredibly,  this is his first performance with NMAODS.  He is well known for his ‘Rat pack’ performances and gives gusto to his character.
Anthony Lambe plays Bill Sykes, a very big character in voice as well as presence! 
Adam Lambe (Anthony’s son) plays Oliver, (he has such a sweet voice, I’m sure there will not be a dry eye in the theatre), with  Charlie Hodgkinson as Dodger (previously on stage with Ginger Studios, Hayfield) a very talented young man, and a very likeable character.

 Angela Hulme & Brian Ganderton play Widow Corney  & Mr Bumble play an excellent, amusing couple of characters!!

John O’Brien & Hilary Edgerton are well cast as the conniving Mr & Mrs Sowerberry with Robert Grant and Rachel Taylor as Noah Claypole and Charlotte. This will be Robert’s stage debut.

Dr Grimley is played by Bob Colligan and Debbie Howe returns to the Art Theatre stage as Mrs Bedwin.
COME ALONG AND SEE THIS POPULAR MUSICAL, YOU’LL BE SINGNG THE SONGS FOR WEEKS OVER XMAS
Pauline Rowe
Notes for your diaries…..
Dont forget NMAODS Dinner at New Mills Golf Club on 
Friday the 28th of October.  

Get your menu's & cheques to Alison Frater
ASAP please.

‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’
Photos for the Oliver! programme will take place on Sunday the 16th from 1-00pm 
in the Theatre, Principals & Boys plus Chorus please.
We are hoping to have costumes available,so turn up on time.
It is just Photos no Rehearsal.
Bill Plant will be there from 1-00 till 2-00 for anyone who wants TICKETS.
Sunday the 23rd PRESS Photos will take place from 12-00
 Principals & Boys & Chorus. 
 Judy Foley will be ready to do anyone needing Make up from 11-00am

Art Theatre website
Well done to Jason Chase for ‘ keeping’ the website. He is doing a terrific job and the content goes from strength to strength. Have a look and send in any comments or information. You could even have a look at the facebook page !, more details on the website. Jason awaits yourn mail….

www.arttheatre.co.uk
Coming soon at the Art Theatre……
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Friday 27th and Saturday 28th of January and
Thursday 2nd, Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th
February 2012

Evenings at 7.15 pm. Sat. Matinees at 2.15 pm
Tickets from the Box Office 01663 742951
from 12th December





….and from the editor:   Please feel free to contribute any style of article ! Email copy preferred to:   peach1480@tiscali.co.uk              Many thanks, Nick.
